


The 1981 Volvos at a glance

MODEL

The GLE Sedan (4 doar)
The GLE Wagon
The Bertone Coupe

The GL Sedan (2 & 4 door)
The GLT Sadan (2 door)

The GLT Wagan
The DL Sedan (2 & 4 door)
The DL Wagon

The Diesel Sedan (4 door)
The Diesel Wagon

EMNGINE
Six-cylindear
Six-cylinder
Six-cylinder

Four-eylinder

Four-cylinder and
Four-cylinder Turbo
Four-cylinder
Four-cylinder
Four-cylinder

Six-cylinder Diesel

Sin-cylinder Diese|



“I wanted a car I could feel
good about, and frankly, my
Volvo feeds my ego — the
comfort, the interior quiet,
the ride —
for $8,000 to $10,000 less
than a Mercedes.”

When you first sit in the driver’s seat,
close the door firmly — you'll hear a
most reassuring sound. If a mood can
be set for luxury, then the first chord
has been struck. You’ll notice that the
dome light stays on for an extra fifteen
seconds, SO you can put on your seat
belt and find the ignition when it’s
dark. The upholstery is leather.
There’s asunroof. The interior carpet-
ing is plush. Toggle switches in the
door armrest control the power win-
dows. A rheostat on the center con-
sole activates the air-conditioning.
Toggle switches electrically adjust the
two side mirrors, which are lightly
tinted to reduce the glare of ap-
proaching headlights. If the interior
temperature drops below 57°F, heat-
ing elements just below the surface of
the seat and backrest automatically
warm up to 79°F.

Obviously, four passengers can
travel with you in style; there’s room,
especially leg-room, for those sitting
in the back.

There is a Volvo B28F V-6 engine
under the hood, ready to demon-
strate how compatible it is with the
GLE, ready to achieve optimum per-
formance. Its torque curve allows you
to call upon a surge of power the
instant it's needed — power that calls
into question people’s original en-
thusiasm for many gas-aholic V-8's.

“Even though it’s a wagon, I
certainly don’t feel like a
second-class citizen driving
around in my Volvo. It’s just
like driving a luxury car...”

Except for a sunroof, you'll find the
very same amenities in the GLE
wagon that you'll find in the sedan. In
addition, you'll find a rear window
washer and wiper with an intermit-
tent cycle. For all its luxury, the GLE
wagon has 76 cubic feet of hauling
space with the rear seat down. If what
you're carrying weighs much, the au-
tomatic load-leveling system in the
rear suspension restores the wagon'’s
balance, and helps to maintain its
sedan-like handling characteristics.
Now the choice between a sedan
and a wagon can simply be-a matter of
preference, not sacrifice.

Performance, handling, durability,
safety and luxury are part of the
standard equipment: .

« B28F \-6 engine, with conti%mous fuel
injection, transistorized ignition, and the
Lambda Sond® emission control system

* Four-speed manual transmission with

* overdrive, OR three-speed automatic
transmission

* Power-assisted four-wheel disc brakes, with
ventilated front discs

* Power-assisted rack and pinion steering

* Front spoiler

* Alloy wheels

» Sliding steel sunroof, with wind deflector
(sedan only)

* Air-conditioning

» Heated driver's seat

« Power windows

+ Metallic or enamel paint in selected colors

+ Color-coordinated interior; plush carpeting;
leather-faced upholstery

« Tachometer

+ Dual electrically controlled side mirrors

 Power radio antenna

* Map pockets on the back of the front seats

+ Delayed dome light shut-off

* Engine compartment light

+ Steel-belted radial tires

* Halogen high-beam headlights

» Tinted glass, with dark tint band along the top
of the windshield

« Trip odometer; light integrity sensor; quartz
crystal clock; warning buzzer for key,
headlights, and safety belts

« Windshield wipers with intermittent cycle;
electric rear window defroster

» 12-outlet heating and ventilation system

« Day/night rear view mirror

» Adjustable front bucket seats, with adjustable
lumbar support .

* Four three-point, self-adjusting safety belts

» Centrally controlled power door-tocking
system (including cargo door lock)

* Child-proof safety locks for rear doors and
tailgate on wagon

» Speakers mounted in front doors

» Rear seat arm rest (sedans have storage
passage through to the trunk)

» Lighted glove box with vanity mirror,
remote control trunk release

* Luggage compartment light

The GLE wagon has in addition:
* Fully automatic rear load-leveling system
* Rear window washer/wiper
« Lockable storage space in the cargo area
« Cargo compartment light
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THE 1981 VOILVOS AT A GLANCE.

DIMENSIONS AND WEIGHTS
Wheelbase il Fower L
Overall Length L
Overall Height, Sedans 56.2 in.
Wagons 57.5 in.
Coupe 53.9 in.
Legroom, Front, All 39.8 in.
Coupe 40.2 in.
Legroom, Rear, Sedans 36.6 in.
Wagons 36.4 in.
Coupe 33.5 in.
lmunk Capacity, Sedans 13,9 cu. fi.
Coupe 13.7 cu. k.
Largo Capacity, Wagons 411 <. i,
Rear Seat Down TR o,

Approx, Curh Weights
DL, GLT & GL Sedans 2891-3065 |hs.

SLE & Diesel Sedans 3120-3149 |hs.

Coupe 3111-3123 |bs.
(M, & GLT Wagons F120:3262 |hs,
GLE & Diesel Wagons 3230-3263 lhs.

BODY

Unitized. Central passenger safety
cage with energy absorbing front and
rear ends. Rustproofing includes use
of galvanized steel in susceptible
areas; anticorrosive coating inside
doors, rocker panels, etc; extensive
undercoating and special stone chip
resistant paint. Aluminum tailpipe and
mulffler.

B21F ENGINE:
DL, GLT, GL MODELS

Fuel injected in-line four, cast iron
block with light alloy “cross-flow”
cylinder head. Overhead camshaft.-
Lambda Sond® emission control.
Displacement: 130 cu. in.
Compression ratio: 9.3:1
Horsepower: 107 @ 5250 (S.AE.)
Torque: 114 @ 2500 (SAE.)
Sealed Cooling System: 9.9 qts.
Fuel tank: 15.8 gallons,

unleaded 91IRON

B21F MPG ENGINE
is available on 2 door DL models.

This version of the B21F is equipped
with a breakerless electronic ignition
system with computer controlled
spark advance — which in combina-
tion with a low rear axle ratio helps

provide improved mpg. .
Horsepower: 98 @ 5000 (S.A.E.)
Torque: 112\@ 3000 (SAAE.)

B21F T: GLT TURBO MODEL

Fuel injected, in-line four, cast iron
block with light-alloy “cross-flow”
cylinder head. Overhead camshaft.
Lambda Sond® emission control.
Exhaust-driven turbo-compressor.
Displacement: 130 cu. in,
Compression ratio: 7.5:1
Horsepower: 127 @ 5400 (S.AE.)
Torque: 150 @ 3750 (S.A.E.)
Sealed Cooling System: 9.9 qts.
Fuel Tank: 15.8 gallons,

unleaded 91RON

B28F ENGINE:
COUPE, GLE MODELS
Fuel injected V-6 with light-alloy
cylinder heads and block; wet steel
cylinder liners. Overhead camshafts.
Lambda Sond® emission control.
Displacement: 163 cu. in.
Compression ratio: 8.8:1
Horsepower: 130 @ 5500 (S.AE.)
Torque: 153 @ 2750
Sealed Cooling System: 11.5 qts.
Fuel Tank: 15.8 gallons,

unleaded 91RON

D24 ENGINE: DIESEL MODELS*

In-line, overhead cam, six-cylinder
diesel with indirect fuel injection into
swirl chambers.

Displacement: 145 cu. in.
Compression ratio: 23.0:1
Horsepower: 76 @ 4800 (SAE.)
Torque: 98 @ 2800 (S.AE.)

Sealed Cooling System: 11.5 qts.

Fuel Tank: 15.8 gallons .

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

12V, solid state ignition. 55 amp alter-
nator (70 amp alternator on GLE and
Coupe models). 70 amp hour battery
on six-cylinders; 60 amp on four-
cylinders and 90 amp on diesels.

DRIVETRAIN

Manual: Four-speed fully syn-
chronized transmission. Electrically
operated overdrive which auto-
matically releases when you shift
from 4th to 3rd gear. Gear ratios: 1st
4.03:1 (GLE & Coupe 3.71:1), 2nd
2.16:1, 3rd 1.37:1, 4th 1.00:1, Overdrive
0.80:1. Final drive ratio: B21F, B21FT
and B28F 3.73:1, D24 and B21F MPG
3.54:1, B21F (GLT) 3.91:1.

Automatic: Three-speed with a
floor-mounted shift lever, with an
iluminated PRND21 pattern. Final
drive ratio: B21F 3.73:1, B21F MPG and
B28F 3.54:1; D24 3.31:1.

STEERING SYSTEM
Rack-and-pinion gear. Servo-assist is
standard on all models except DL
sedans with overdrive and without a
sunroof. Turning circle 32'2”. Turns
lock to lock: 3.5 (4.3 without power-
assist).

SUSPENSION SYSTEM

Front: McPherson struts incorporating
coil springs and telescopic shock
absorbers. Stabilizer bar. GLT’s have
larger diameter stabilizers and gas-
filled shocks.

Rear: Rigid “live” axle located by
longitudinal control arms and torque
rods. Lateral location by track rod.
Coil springs and telescopic shock ab-
sorbers. Stabilizer bar. The GLT sedan
has a larger diameter stabilizer and
gas-filled shocks. The GLE wagon has
an automatic rear load leveler; no
stabilizer bar.

Tires: Steel-belted radials. Size: DL
sedans 175SR14; GL, GLE sedan,
Coupe and Diesel sedan 185/70SR14;
DL, GLE and Diesel wagons 185SR14;
GLT sedan 195/60HR15; GLT wagon
185/65-TR15.

BRAKE SYSTEM

Self-adjusting disc brakes on all four
wheels. Tandem type power-assist.
Ventilated front discs are standard on
the GLT, GLE, Coupe and Diesel
models. Each circuit of the dual
triangular-split hydraulic brake sys-
tem connects both front wheels and
one rear wheel. Stepped-bore master
cylinder maintains near-normal pedal
effort should one circuit fail. Hand-
brake operates mechanically on sepa-
rate rear wheel drums.

VYOIVO

The factory reserves the right to make
changes at any time, without notice; to
prices, colors, materials, standard
equipment, specifications and models
and also to discontinue models. Roof
racks are optional equipment.

VOLVO
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*Volvo Diesel Sedans and Wagons are not available in California,



